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EXECUTIVE 

DIRECTOR 

SELECTION 


^.0    l-'^     13/3 
LtGISLATIVL     COUi'viClL 

.,  .  :  A^JA  STATE  UBRA.^Y 
933  E  Lyr.dafe  Ave. 
Htlene,  Montwia  59601 
The    Le'jisljtive    Council     met    on    Jdnuc)ry    25    and      reviewed 
36    appliCdtions    for    the    position    of    Executive    ;jiructor« 
Four       .^pplica^ts      were      sel»-'cted      as    candidates    for    the 
positiont    bCheduJ^Jd    for    pe^so^.^l     interviews    on    February 
18    by    tho    Council.    The    new    Executive    Director       will       be 
announced      following    tho    interviews    with    tnt.-    successful 
candiOcit^    to    begin    work    on    April     i.    fiosi^.'     Vt^Oyr    will     he 
on    tne    staff    through    April     28. 


1979 

LEGISLATIVE 

CONFERENCES 


TOLL-FREE 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 


CODE 
COMMISSIONER 


Montana  will  be  nesting  two  leqislativt  confervuccs  in 
Helena  in  1979.  The  riv<>-State  L-gislativ-  C  nferenc^ 
will       oe      held       :>eptoin^er      V-ll,       1979;  tno         weitarn 

Conference  of  the  council  of  Stat-^  Governments  will  be 
held  Septfiiioer  2j-26»  I  ?79.  Montana  legislators  ar-- 
encoura:^ea    to    .<e?p    tnese    dates    open    and    plan    to    attend. 

Th.>  following  toll-free  telephone  numbers  are  available 
for  your  use  in  reaching  various  departments  in  state 
government: 


Gov's.    Office,    Citizens    Advoc^<te 

Dept.    Healthf    VD    Hot    Line 

Dept.    Labor*    Unem,  1  oynient    Insuranc 

Dept.    Laijorf    Workers*    Compensation 

Uej>t.    Lat)or»    Work'-rs*    Comp 

St.Jte    Library 

Puol i  c    Instructi jo 

Publ  i  c    Instruct! on 

3ept.    Kev.»     Inco.ne    Tax    Assistance 

Dept.    Rev.*    Liquor    Division 

SRS*    Data    Processing 

SR3*    .'Medical    Assistance 


500-532-22/^  (2298) 
800- )?.2-22'. 
L!0U-332-614-i 
300-332-2274 
Doctors  H00-332-6la2 
«00-332-3^0U 
300-332-34^2  (3414) 
800-332-61  .17 
aOO-33J'-61G3 
800-J32-613': 
<jOa-332-6l29 
800-332-22/1 


A  computer  tape  containing  15  titlos  in  the.  proposed 
new  code  will  oi.  /jiailed  \o  oatu  retrieval  on  f  ebruary 
10  and  caifl  ra  reaJy  copy  returned  two  wteks  l^ter.  A 
tape  containing  approx i  fii  atel y  IC  titles  is  sch-duled  to 
be  mailed  each  30  days,  with  fhe  final  tope  to  be 
mailed  in  f^ay.  »«ithin  the  nonth,  bids  will  be  let  for 
the    printing    of    the    new   code. 
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Legi3ltjtivfc  Council  has  prepared  for  distribution 
ntert-'ited  lejislators  anO  for  sale  to  interested 
ons  the  sidc-by-side  comparison  of  existin-j  Montan 
1  cjov^rnment  laws  in  the  Revised  Lode*^  of  Montana 
the  proposals  contained  in  the  local  r,overnment 
prt-pared  by  the  State  Commission  on  Local 
rnTient  Ldwsf  -mbodied  in  HB  122.  The  2,500  page 
tnent       is       ,3    section    by    section   comparisoo    of    HB    122 

the    text    oJ     existing    local       government       lav^s.       The 
oiriOiittte         on         Local  Government         Laws      and      the 

slHtive  Council  have  di,reed  to  make  this  working 
in.jnt  avdil.jjie  to  cha  public  dt  cost.  Copi.^s  mjy  be 
nased  from  the  Leg  i  s  1  at  i  vi;  Council  t  btate  Capitolt 
nat  Montana  3v601  for  i^O.OO  each  plus  mailin.j 
s.       jna    co(.)y    of    the    document    will    be    provided    at'  no 

to    Ooch    leijislator    upon    request. 


STATE  LEGAL 
SERVICES  AND 
ELECTION  LAWS 


Tne  subcommi  ttfe:^  on  legal  services  and  election  laws 
will  hol'J  its  third  .Ti»:eting  on  Saturday,  Feorudry  11, 
197b,  in  the  governor's  reception  roofn  of  th.-  capitol 
in  Helena.  Tne  subco.nnii  ttec  will  review  the  first  draft 
of  a  revised  election  code  and  will  continue  i tb 
investigation  of  the  status  and  organizational  aspects 
of  attorneys  worxing  in  and  for  the  executive  branch  of 
state  jovern.nent. 
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third  ineeting  of  the  Inter  i-T>  Subcommittee  on 
at  ion  was  rit;  I  d  in  Helena  on  January  21,  1978.  The 
ornmittee  heard  staff  reports  and  public  testimony 
historic  rtcordst  community  college  governance,  and 
tional  education  (jOvernanco.  The  Subcomini  ttoe  asKed 
staff  researcher  to  prepare  reports  on  private 
nizations  occupying  space  in  state  ouildings  and 
ussion  jnodels  of  a  state  operated  vocational 
at  ion   systen   for   the  next  mo'-ting*  scheduleo  for 

itarch  or  tarly  April. 


■2- 


COMMITTEE  ON 

LEGISLATIVE 

IMPROVEMENT 


Th»-  coimr,  i  ttee»  cn-jiroa  by  Senator  -.t.in  i>tephen;.f  met  on 
Jonuar/  6  iinO  co.iploted  th.i  review  of  bill  d  :-nJlines» 
dot.jilr.  of  tho  cjnst.nt  cjK.-ndar  proposal*  qroupiriqs  of 
stirnlinj  coinmi  tt  -cfj  to  bo  used  i  r>  the?  coniiiii  t  ..t.-i?  blocK 
sciiedul  in  I  concer>t  —  -^iH  moder  ni /ut  i  on  of  ti>e  present 
syst'Sn-  to  be  coiiSider*o  for  i  mpl  fimentat  i  on  du  r  i  nc;  tfie 
1979  Ijyislotive  session.  More  detailed  i  nf  or(fi3t  ion  is 
ypclosea  for  your  review  and  (nopefully)  your  comments 
for  tne  coinmitte.  Tne  next  mt^tinq  is  scfr^cluled  on 
Fei>ru3ry    17. 


Seocjtor    Margaret    War  Jen*    Chairmant    called    i    .iitj.tiny 


COMMITTEE  ON 

CONSTITUTIONAL  January  19  wnen  the  decision  was  made;  to  obtain  the 
CONVENTION  "master"  tapes*  compare  the  tapes  with  th;;  trinscripts 
PROCEEDINGS  prepared  by  the  convention  reporter  and  publish  th-; 
edited  proceed  i  n^js .  The  delegate  proposals*  committer; 
aroposilb  and  coiwiii  t tee  reports  nav;.'  ilrejoy  been 
enct.rtd  on  the  co nputer  i  ^e  i  text  syst':->m.  Tne  project 
date  of  completion  will  depend  on  the  omount  of  t  i  m.? 
Council  staff  ca..  devote  to  it. 


MEETING  TO 
BE  HELD 


Th'-  Subcom.:ii  ttec^  or.  :>ubci  i  vi  s  i  ons  /vill  meet  d.jjin  o/i 
Thursday*  February  lo  jt  ^> :  00  a.iii.  in  room  ^J.:'  of  the 
Copitol.       The       m    .nbcrs       will  review         the  »>xtensivj 

tesiiinony  from  the  billings  and  >iissoula  hearinCjS  and 
will  consider  how  other  western  states  are  dealing  with 
si.nilar  problems  of  subdivision  review.  Also  scheduled 
for  this  i.i^^etin^j  is  prel  i  ijii  nary  consideration  of  c>rt 
of    the    1  3w    netidin^j    revision    and    new    legislation. 


'as 


AOMINI  STRATI  Vi:    CODL-    CLi.'i''.I  TTrt 


MEETING  Th.>       Adaii  n  i  str  at  i  ve       Cod« 

RESCHEDULED  schedulea    for    Fvoru^ry 

February    Iv     at    11    a..fi. 


Coirmi  ttee      mertiny*    formerly 
has      been       rescheduled       for 


RfcVfcfMUt    OVERSIGHT    CUc^MITTEE 


MEETING 
HELD 
JANUARY  21 
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sight   Committ(;e   met   January   21  in 

ment  of   Revenue   presented   detaile^T 

rnotw   methods   of   taxing   rinancial 

iPi  the  effect  on  both  stJte   revenue 

institutions.  The  CoiTiini  ttee  requested 

tion  on  several  .joints  in  th^  report* 

or   its   later  recommendations  to  the 

e  aest   method   of   taxin^j   financial 

committee  also  considered  a  research 

the  fisc.,1  effects  of  net  ^^nd   ijross 

of  rnetal  mines  and  request  id  a  bill 

drafted   for   their   cansi Jerat i on. 

tee  res3rvea  a  part  of  the  m.^eting  — 

a  portion  of  all  future  .nestings  — 

complaints    Com.iiittee   menbers   hjvt; 

eir   constituents  to  the  attention  of 

Revenue-  This  new   procedure    proveo 

he   Department   ajreed  to  inv».stigate 

omplaints  more  fully. 


COAL   TAX  Oversight  LiM-^irTtE 


MEETING 
HELD 


Tho  Loal  TdX  (iv&r  sight  Cominittee  held  a  two-day  .fjeeting 
in  Helenat  Januar/  27  and  ZSi  to  fulfill  a  number  of 
its  oversight  functions.  , 

Stciff  of  ttie  alternative  energy  and  ren_-wable  resource 
pro]ra;«S9  funded  from  coal  tax  revenue*  gave  status 
reports  on  these  programs  and  answered  questions  on  the 
costs  aiiG  oenefits  of  th*'  projects.  Committee  members 
dx^cided  to  visit  the  alternative  energy  projects  in 
ttieir  areas  and  consider  both  programs  i.iore  fully  at 
th^  next  ir.eetiny. 


JOINT  Th..  Co'iimittea  then  held  3  joint  meeting  with   thf-   Coal 

MEETING  WITH  e'ouru  to  cJn.->idt-r  the  coal  impact  grant  program.  The 
COAL  BOARD  Co.iimittee  discussed  the  recant  questions  rais-d  about 
the  projram  and  iiade  severcH  suggestions  to  the  Boara. 
Tha  Coal  =oard  announced  its  decision  to  fund  :!  study* 
requested  by  the  Committee,  to  develop  objective 
criteria  for  determining  coal  impact.  The  Committee  and 
th-  3oard  also  discussed  the  ramifications  of  the 
possible  chalK'iqe  of  the  coal  severance  tax  and 
question-'d  tht^  g,wrnor«s  counsel  on  alternate  courses 
of  iction. 


JOINT    MEETING       On  Sraturday*       trio       Cofr.m  i  ttee       mot       jointly       with       thu 

WITH  Lecjislative    Finci:ic».'    Committee    to    ho.nr    a    pr  aseritat  i  on    by 

LEGISLATIVE  the    Coal     3oara    on    the    co-3l    slants.    After       the      ineeting» 

FINANCE  the      Overs  iyht      CoT.ir.itte^       i  ssu'^d    a    statement    'generally 

COMMITTEE  supportintj    and    -ipprovin-j    tht-    Coal    Board's    actions.       The 

statement      also      ^:Xj  ressed      the    Commi  ttfe'^J*  s    su|3i>ort    for 

Montana's    coal     severance    and    c^ross      ,jroc<^H'J      taxes       anJ 

listed    tne    n.any    roat.ons    why    the    tax     is    necessary. 

Fh'!  Com.iii  ttee  will  m<-t:t.  February  li  to  continuL  its 
stucy  of  the  best  way  to  invest  state  trust  funJst 
including  the  coil  t  ix  trust  funcJt  to  stimulat:^  housin., 
and  to  Oc-lfj  youn  .'  f-^riiiars  and  ousiness  peojle  ^et  a 
star t- 
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tor  Ferry  i'".ur}>hy»  tuC  Lhairman*  testified  February 
t  h^rincjs  in  Hillines  on  the  t:onnf;v  i  1  1  u>  Power 
ni  strati  on*  s    future    role    in    en^ryy       devel  o^'.-ient       in 

pacific  Northwtst.  ien  Jtor  Murphy  rocoriKnenaed  that 
aft  envi  ronn>;^ntal  im;>act  state;nent  on  the  suoject 
supplemented      with      an    analysis    of    how    a    1  .r  ^/er    BPA 

could  affect  traditional  stat,^^  power  plant  sitinq 
or  it/  and  how  it  mi  jht  affect  coal  development  jod 
truction  of  ,)Ower  plants  in  e.jstern  hont  ma  diid 
i  n;j* 


MEPA 


The  C^C  stc^ff  IS  researchint;  and  formulatiny  jJans  for 
a  rufchani  s.n  to  strenvjthen  and  invrove  tiifc  •'oritana 
Environmental  Policy  Act  {^'EF^).  It  is  ilapnei  to  hold 
meetings  witn  st^to  j  jenc  i-s  respunsiol.)  for  writing 
environmental  inpact  statonients»  as  wol  1  ao  .loeting^ 
witf)  industry  repr  es^^ntat  i  ves  and  private  .:nv  i  r  onim'ntal 
or  jani  zat  i  ens.  L.L's  goal  is  to  jdo^t*  as  ■;  result  of 
these  meetingst  such  measures  that  will  i-i.^rovc  the 
intentt    purposes*    and    oroceduros    set    forth    iu    tria      Act. 


NSF   GRANT  At         the      present       time      ti.,L       is      proceeding      with       the 

development  of  tne  i.SF  <jrant  to  procluce  a  Science  ^ 
Tecfinolo.jy         cap-oil  ity         for         the         legislature.  In 

connection  with  tne  orantt  a  questionnaire  was  s ^nt  to 
each  of  the  1  eg  i -viators  asking  them  to  list  ar  ;as  where 
additional  i  nf  or  I'lat  i  on  will  be  beneficial  in  draft  in,, 
legislation.  At  the  end  of  January  ctJC  had  received  12 
responses. 


If  you  nawe  ony  questions  concerning  environmental  or 
natural  resources  issut;s»  give  us  i  call  and  we'll  do 
our    best    to    get    you    some    answers. 


LEGISLATlVh.  AUDIT  CUMMITTEE 
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REPORTS  Copies    of     ^11     rei-ised    aucit    reports    are    available    from 

AVAILABLE  tii,»    .Jffice    of     the    Legislative    Audi  tort    Room    IJ:>f       State 

Ca.itolt    Telephone    •^'^9-3122. 


LtGIbLAFlVt     FiNANCc    C'lMMITTtE 


MEETING 


Ihi-  Loyi  si  at  i  v.-  Finance  Committee  mv-t  January  2d  at  th^ 
Strti-«  Ca,  i  tol  . 


COAL    TAX 


The  Committee  m= t  in  joint  session  with  the  Coal  Tax 
Oversight  Committee  to  hear  vi  presantation  from  the 
Coal  boards  concernini]  vjrants  made  for  local  inipriCt.  The 
distussiofi  centered  on  whethir  ad-squate  criteria  were 
beir.  (J  applied  by  the  Coal  ^.-oard  in  allocating  funds  to 
the  impact  arecj.  \t\Q  Ue(,artm»^^nt  of  Community  Affairs  is 
preparing  su<j,esteii  juidelin<'S  in  allocating  future 
im;3Ct   mont--/s. 


GENERAL   FUND  Iho    Fiscal     Analybt*s    Office    presented    a      statu;.       report 

STATUS  on       general     fund    revenues    through    the    first    half    of    the 

fis,cal  year.  Revenues  are  sli<,htly  above  executive  and 
legislative  projectionst  but  beginning  FY-7;>  surplus 
wrts  aelow  estimates*  A  major  cloud  in  the  revenue 
i)icture  is  the  uncertainty  of  coal  tax  litigaticwi  whicn 
could    serve    to      ..crow    coal    revenues. 
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Th.- 

AMENDMENTS 

expv  ndi 

mmittee      neard      a      report    from    the    "Students    for 
"       whicr»      explained       students'       viowb         of  the 

ic  inip.^ct"  of  stdff  reductiof.s  .Jt  tn..'  university 
t.an.i-  The  conmittt;e  .iskel  thcjt  its  st.iff  work 
e  executive  bud<|et  office  jna  tht;  -.VjarJ  of 
•  staff  to  develop  other  options  for  forn.uld 
fig»  enrol  tm>.nt  'iveraqin)  and  other  definitions 
inuing  -ducution.  The  Committee  H  so  d  ...ed  that 
Afiolyst  staff  work  with  tht  otner  cjroups 
nj  student  represtntat  i  ves  to  net  _  r  .  i  ne  thj 
eri.    of    tn.>    priisent    situation. 


tjff  presented         a         suiiimiry         of         ajjitionol 

ixpv  ndi  turf.'S  autnortzej  oy  tne  executive  buoc^ec  offico 
beyond  tne  amounts  appropriated  -jy  thi-  ^5th 
legislature.  \:,       of       January       17t       lV7&t       a  .1.  nd.nents 

totaling    i7»89fc»    ^2*^    have    i-een    approvo'J. 


REPORTS 
AVAILABLE 


Copies  of  staff  reports  anJ  cotamittee  ninutes  jr- 
availaule  front  tne  I'ffice  of  the  Legi^ljtiv  f-isc£3l 
An-ilystt    State    u.pitolt     prune    4^9-^?c56. 


Lt&lSLATIVL    CONiUT'ltR    oOMHITTEt 


MEETING 
HELD 


The  Legislative  Consuiuer  Committet;  had  a  regular 
,iie«;tin>j  on  January  ^Ot  l^7ti.  A.iiong  other  d^icisionst  the 
Comiiittee  voted  co  ameno  tht;  agency's  appropri  it.i(;n  to 
finance  cinticipiteo  functions  of  the  offic-  for  the 
balance    of     the    fiscdl     yvar* 


A  coifipreiiefib  i  ve  annual  report  of  tf»«-  activities  of  th? 
office  .>f  Consumer  Counsel  for  t"ie  calendar  year  iv/7 
has    oe  .-n    prej^areo.    Copies    are    available    apon    request. 


CONSUMER 
COUNSEL    TO 
INTERVENE 


Th>  CodSuir.er  Couns 
F.r^.C.  LiCi-nse  k. 
annual  charges  tna 
confederate*:  Ko.>t 
their  lands  occU;;i 
the  cur  rent  app  i  1 
incraase  tne  anna j 
ef  f  jct  i  ve  r  etro  it. 
an  ass i enable  exp 
uti  1  i  t.y  r  jt  -^-tnoki 
procetjdincjs  had  :> 
customers  to  ju^t 
in    this    case. 


dl  was  instruct-'d  to  intervene  in 
eadjustment  Procedimj  li'i  involving 
t  Morttana  Power  Compan/  i.iust  pay  the 
enai  ana  Salish  Tribes  for  tie  u^e  ,;f 
eo  »ind  iiiipoundeci  uy  .^err  Jaiii.  iince 
cjtion  tjy  tfif  Conf  eOer<ttod  Tribes  inuy 
I  charcje  to  a^.prox  i  mat  el  y  kB  million 
tively  to  19f.S  (all  of  which  would  be 
ense  for  th*;  purpose  of  -jlectric 
nv  )  t  the  Con.mi  ttee  cecidad  that  th" 
ufficient  i  .upl  icat  i  ons  for  utility 
ify    supporting    the    utility's      osition 


Bi^cause  seme  utilities  have»  in  tne  past*  asked  the 
Comr.  ittee  to  or«'jer  the  Consumer  Counsel  to  withdraw 
fruJi  soire  c^sest  the  Cv^/nm  i  ttet  adopted  a  policy  not  to 
hold  special  snv  tintjs  it  the  request  of  any  regulated 
company.  However»  sp^^cial  meetings  may  b';  neld  at  tne 
request    of    .1    majority    of    Committ«:-e    ine.nbers. 


COMMITTEt  UN  INDIAN  LEGAL  JURISDICTION 


MEETING 
DATES  TO 
BE  SET 


Feoruary  lb  hai.  been  s-^t  as  the  tentative  date  of  / 
public  hearing  in  browning  on  the  Blackfeei 
Rescjrvati  on.  Representative  Leo  Kynnt:;r1y  reports  tnat 
tht;  Blackfeet  Trioal  Council  has  set  up  a  special 
committee  to  work  on  hnarinc;  arrangements  and  avjenda. 
All  le.jislators  will  rec^>ive  notice  of  this  hearii\y  as 
socn  ds  ill  pertinent  i  nf  oriudt  i  on  is  avail  ible. 


ke,)rost->nt.it  i  ve  Kennerly  also  met  with  tribal  Ijiders  of 
til'  Fort  Keck  ^esorv.ition  to  discuss  arrangements  jocI 
-Kjt  nda  for  u  hi.'ariny  on  thit  reservation. 

Representative   Jay   Fabreya»    who    is  working    on 

arr  an<jements    for   tho   Rocky   Boy   and  Fort   ielknap 

hearingst  envisions  back-to-back  hearings  in  late  March 
or  early  A;>ril  far  those  r'?servat  i  ons. 


RECAP  UF  Trit  TIME  AND  WORK  LOAD 
OF  THh  1977  LEGISLATIV   SESSION 

010  YOU  Kf4..w  — 

That  the  longest  floor  session  lasted  11  hr.  13  min.  in 
the  Senate  on  the  d9th  aay  and  16  hr.  45  min.  in  the 
House  on  the  90th  day? 

( 
That  the  Sena^e  sp;jnt  a  total  of  255  hr.  ^^  min.  in  the 
?0  days  in  session  on  the  floor  (or  32  eight-hour 
days)? 

ThJt  the  House  spent  a  total  of  342  hr.  in  the  vO  days 
in    sessi  or.    on    cht     floor     (or    43    eight-hour    days)? 

That  the  d.jy  ot  heaviest  ^vork  load  on  the  floor  in  the 
Senate  was  trie  -bird  day  —  9  starring  committee 
re^'Orts*       42       oil  Is      on    2nd    reaoinj    and    21    bills    on    3rd 

read  ing? 


That    the    House's    neaviast    work    load    on      the      floor       was 
the    d3r()    «V!y    —    '>     itanding   comniittee    reports?    103    Dills 

on         lod       r.:aoin  ,♦       dJ       bills       on         r'v       r    o  .in         .n.:, 
Co     i  :r    IT'        c.:;;.     i  :t     :■    r'-r    -Ti-i.? 


<-o  ri.  I  t  t>'OV 

7*  Agriculture  49 

7C  Appro(../F  i  n.    A    Cl^inis  loO 

107  c-usiness    -i    Industry  l^H 

66  tducation  -3  7 

34  Fish    .<    Game  3» 

•j'v  H  i  jhways  57 

173  Judiciary  19o 

<t9  Loi)or     "i    cHip.    Relitions  53 

57  L-jcdl     'government  57 

'i4  Natural    Resource  129 

7C  Publ  ic:    Hec'.l  th  Bl 

156  jtJto    AdiTii  ni  strdt  i  on  172 

155  Taxation  IBJ 
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